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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  present 
to  you  the  Report  on  the  Public  Health  Services  for  the  year 

1938. 

Dr.  Simpson,  now  of  Ashton-under-Lyne,  was  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  greater  part  of  the  period  reported  upon. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Birth  Rate  shows  an  increase  and  the  Death  Rate  a 
decrease  as  against  last  year,  while  no  death  from  Diarrhoea  or 
Enteritis  was  recorded  in  a  child  under  two  years. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  rose  sharply.  Fuller  comment 
will  be  made  later  but  there  are  grounds  for  considering  this 
to  be  exceptional. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  37  is  the  lowest  ever  re¬ 
corded  in  the  Borough. 
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With  the  unfortunate  exception  of  the  Maternal  Mortality 
Rate,  all  the  other  figures  give  cause  for  considerable  satis¬ 
faction  and  even  where  the  returns  as  compared  with  the  country 
as  a  whole  are  slightly  unfavourable,  a  healthy  trend  is  evident. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  returns  are  better  than  for  the  previous  year. 
Diphtheria  still  provides  a  black  spot  and  a  plea  for  increased 
artificial  immunisation  must  again  be  made. 

HOUSING. 

Slum  Clearance  work  proceeded  steadily  and  satisfactorily, 
and,  apart  from  ‘  clearing  up  ’  work  in  other  directions,  back- 
to-back  houses  will  provide  most  food  for  thought  in  the  near 
future. 

Overcrowding,  which  in  time  slowly  tends  to  abate  itself, 
will  also  provide  a  major  problem  for  consideration. 

The  actual  administration  of  the  Housing  Acts  in  relation 
to  overcrowding  will,  in  my  view,  not  be  lacking  in  difficulties, 
while  the  varied  arrangement  of  certain  blocks  of  back-to-back 
property  amply  justifies  the  same  remark. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  returns  and  the  work  of  the 

department  generally,  show  that  excellent  progress  is  being 
made. 

If  the  necessary  time  could  be  alloted,  I  consider  that  special 
clinics  for  children  from  one  to  five  years  would  justify  their 
inception. 

In  an  area  where  no  nursery  school  or  classes  exist,  a 
‘  Cheap  milk  for  Toddlers  ’  scheme  would  do  a  great  deal  of 
good. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

Area  (in  acres)  .  3,190 

Population  Census,  1921  .  25,216 

Population  Census,  1931  .  24,831 

Intercensal  decrease  of  population  .  385 

Population,  1938  (Mid-year  estimate)  .  23,390 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1931)  6,921 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  1938) 

according  to  Rate  Book  .  6,810 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 

(Census,  1931)  .  6,984 


Density  of  population,  i.e. — number  of 

persons  per  acre .  7.3 

Rateable  value  of  Borough  . £115,721 

Estimated  Amount  of  a  Penny  Rate .  £480 

Excess  of  Females  over  Males  .  1,937 


WARD  POPULATION  (Census,  1931). 


WARD 

Area 

in 

Acres 

Struc¬ 

turally 

Separate 

Dwellings 

Occupied 

Rooms 

Occupied 

Persons 

per 

Room 

POPULATION 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1931 

Total 

1921 

Lancashire 

581 

1716 

7168 

0.86 

2954 

3306 

6260 

5532 

Stayley  . . . . 

1168 

2834 

11857 

0.81 

4303 

5398 

9701 

10184 

Dukinfield. . 

163 

1648 

6611 

0.93 

3010 

3296 

6306 

6900 

Millbrook. . 

1220 

723 

3145 

0.81 

1180 

1384 

2564 

2600 

3132 

6921 

28781 

0.85 

11447 

13384 

24831 

25216 
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PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Borough  of  Staly bridge  is  situated  in  the  valley  of  the 
river  Tame  which  divides  Lancashire  and  Cheshire;  the  northern 
half  therefore  lying  in  Lancashire  whilst  the  southern  half  is 
in  Cheshire;  for  administrative  purposes  the  borough  belongs 
to  Cheshire. 

Situated  7|  miles  east  of  Manchester,  the  borough  is 
surrounded  by  hills,  the  main  portion  of  the  town  being  ap¬ 
proximately  400  feet  above  sea-level  whilst  the  area  includes  land 
from  350-1000  feet  above  sea-level. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  OCCUPATIONS. 

The  industries  of  the  Borough  comprise  cotton  spinning 
and  manufacturing,  calico  printing  and  bleach  works,  engineer¬ 
ing  works,  woollen  mills  and  other  minor  industries,  and  it 
offers  splendid  opportunities  for  the  introduction  of  new  as 
well  as  the  extension  of  present  industries. 


UNEMPLOYMENT. 

The  position  with  respect  to  unemployment  is  shown  in  the 
accompanying  table  which  refers  to  the  year  1938.  The  figures 
in  brackets  refer  to<  the  year  1937. 

A  rise  in  unemployment  figures  is  evident.  A  betterment 
of  these  returns  would  be  one  of  the  best  aids  to  general  health 
improvement. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT  IN  STALYBRIDGE. 

1.  Estimated  number  of  insured  persons  in  the  Borough  at 
Mid-year,  1938. 


Men. 

Women. 

Juveniles. 

Total. 

6,030 

4,060 

790 

10,880 

(6,240) 

(4,000) 

(630) 

(10,870) 

2.  Percentage  of  insured  persons  unemployed. 


Date 

Males 

Females 

Total. 

March,  1938 . 

26.4 

.(26.4) 

14.3 

(6.3) 

21.4 

(18.4) 

June,  1938  . 

31.2 

28.5 

30.1 

(22.4) 

(7.8) 

(16.6) 

September,  1938  . 

28.3 

24.3 

26.7 

(22.9) 

(8.6) 

(17.2) 

December,  1938  . 

26.6 

17.5 

22.8 

(26.6) 

(14.7) 

(21.8) 

Average  Percentage  . 

28.1 

(24.6) 

21.1 

(9.3) 

25.2 

(18.5) 

The  figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1937. 


12 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Live  Births . 

...  173 

144 

317 

Legitimate  . 

...  168 

143 

311 

Illegitimate  . 

5 

1 

6 

Birth-rate  . 

13.55 

Still-births  . 

. . .  19 

6 

25 

Rate  per  1000  births  .... 

78 

Deaths  .  153  158  311 

Corrected  Death  Rate  .  14.22 

Crude  Death  Rate .  13.29 


Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Institutions  42 


Infant  deaths  .  8  4  12 

Legitimate  .  7  4  11 

Illegitimate  .  10  1 

Infant  Mortality  rate .  37 

Legitimate  .  34 

Illegitimate  .  166 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : — 


From  sepsis  .  3 

From  other  causes  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  40 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  2 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  0 
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BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough  was  317. 
173  of  the  children  were  males  and  144  were  females. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  in  the  Borough 
was  6. 

A  proportion  of  mothers  are  confined  in  the  Lake  Hospital 
or  the  District  Infirmary,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  and  various  nurs¬ 
ing  homes,  and  in  them,  during  the  year,  110  births  took  place. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  36%  of  the  births  occurred  outside 
the  Borough. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  13.55  per  1,000  of  the 
population  and  is  thus  lower  than  England  and  Wales  or  the 
148  towns  of  comparable  size  (see  Table  IV). 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  311 
giving  a  crude  death-rate  of  13.29  per  1000  of  the  population. 

The  standardised  death  rate  for  Stalybridge,  that  is  the  death 
rate  adjusted  for  the  particular  variations  in  the  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  Stalybridge  population  is  14.22  the  local  factor 
for  correction  being  1.07. 

Stalybridge  factor  for  correction  being  slightly  above  unity 
indicates  the  extent  to  which  the  local  population  is  more  youthful 
than  the  average. 

For  a  comparison  of  this  rate  with  England  and  Wales  and 
other  Towns  of  a  comparable  size,  see  Table  IV,  on  page  19. 
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131  of  the  above  deaths,  took  place  in  hospitals  or  institutions 
serving  the  district.  Table  VIII,  page  23  shows  ‘  inter  alia  ’ 
the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  institutions  during  the  last 
decennium. 

The  diseases  chiefly  responsible  for  deaths  are  : — 

1938.  1937. 


Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  causing. 

Bloodvessels .  „  105  122 

Cancer  .  „  40  49 

Respiratory  Diseases  .  „  29  46 

Death  due  to  Violence  and/or 

suicide  .  „  20  10 

Tuberculosis  .  „  18  12 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage .  „  17  26 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ...  „  11  11 

Congenital  Debility .  „  7  14 


Classified  according  to  age,  the  deaths  occurred  as  follows  : — 

1938.  1937. 


Under  1 

year  . . . 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

. 

12 

25 

Between 

1  &  2 

years 

of 

age  . 

3 

2 

2  &  5 

years 

of 

age  . 

3 

4 

5  &  15 

years 

of 

age  . 

8 

9 

>> 

15  &  25 

years 

of 

age  . 

5 

7 

25  &  45 

years 

of 

age  . 

35 

28 

}» 

45  &  65 

years 

of 

age  ...... 

83 

128 

65  &  75 

years 

of 

age  . 

98 

106 

75 

and  upwards 

•  •  • 

•••  •••  ••• 

65 

71 

312 


380 
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On  Table  II,  page  17,  are  shown  the  causes  of  and  ages 
at,  death  registered  in  the  year  and  compiled  locally. 

On  page  18,  Table  III  shows  Birth-rate,  Death-rate  land 

Infantile  Mortality  rate  in  the  Borough  since  1900. 

Table  IV,  page  19  shows  both  Birth-rate  and  Death-rate 
for  1938,  in  comparison  with  England  and  Wales,  the  126  large 
towns  and  the  148  smaller  towns. 


INQUESTS. 

37  Sudden  Deaths  were  investigated  by  the  Coroner. 


CERTIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Male  Female 


Natural  Causes .  10  5 

Suicide  whilst  of  unsound  mind  3  1 

Misadventure  .  1  1 


Other  Violence,  etc .  9  7 

23  14 


Total 

15 
4 
2 

16 

37 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  RESPECTIVE  WARDS. 

Table  I,  page  16,  sets  out  the  ward  population  /(Census 

1931). 

The  population  distribution  has  altered  appreciably  since 
the  last  Census.  The  figures,  therefore,  should,  for  comparative 
purposes,  be  viewed  with  reserve. 

No  rates  are  quoted  except  the  infantile  mortality  rate,  which, 
based  as  it  is  upon  the  annual  births,  is  likely  to  provide  a 
fair  reflection  of  accuracy. 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  THE  VARIOUS  WARDS. 
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TABLE  II. 

NAME  OF  DISTRICT,  STALYBRIDGE. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1938. 
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TABLE  III. 

Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  and  Infantile  Mortality  in  Stalybridge, 

1900—1938. 


— Average  5  years 


Year 

No.  of 
Births 

Birth 

Rate 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
iooo 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

1900 

694 

24.1 

645 

22  4 

253 

1901 

678 

24.4 

593 

21.3 

221 

1902 

696 

24.9 

570 

20.4 

176 

1903 

730 

25.8 

504 

17.8 

190  1 

24.58 

20.1 

210 

1904 

675 

23  7 

529 

18,6 

210  J 

1905 

712 

24.86 

489 

17.0 

177 

1906 

698 

24.25 

556 

19.3 

206 

1907 

641 

22.26 

626 

21.74 

218 

■ 

1908 

670 

23.18 

557 

19.26 

219 

23.01 

18.635 

193.2 

1909 

595 

20.5 

461 

15.875 

146 

1910 

618 

21.16 

457 

15.65 

166.5 

1911 

563 

21.2 

502 

18.9 

172.3 

1912 

568 

21.25 

440 

16.46 

137.3 

1913 

611 

22.7 

484 

18.00 

147.3 

21.62 

17.92 

165.48 

1914 

588 

21.8 

554 

20.6 

204. 

1915 

549 

20.37 

491 

18  2 

147.5  \ 

1916 

440 

17.9 

408 

16.62 

109. 

1917 

365 

14.3 

373 

15.4 

128.5 

1918 

404 

15.84 

477 

20.56 

143.5 

16.83 

17.75 

130.9 

1919 

428 

15.76 

471 

18.00 

126.0  J 

1920 

573 

21.15 

381 

1406 

117.0 

1921 

547 

21.23 

423 

16.4 

115.0 

1922 

460 

17.76 

388 

14.98 

80.0 

■ 

1923 

416 

16.2 

384 

14.96 

110.5 

18.56 

15.08 

104.9 

1924 

421 

16.5 

383 

15.0 

102.0 

1925 

403 

16.0 

359 

14-28 

86.8 

1926 

377 

15.33 

371 

15.13 

98.0 

1927 

371 

15.26 

350 

14.4 

73.0 

L 

1928 

352 

14.32 

345 

14.03 

68.0 

14.97 

14.80 

81.1 

1929 

346 

13  94 

402 

16.2 

80.0 

1980 

346 

13.8 

295 

11.8 

75.0 

1931 

361 

14  3 

347 

13.8 

80 

1932 

336 

13.5 

360 

14.47 

71.4 

1933 

326 

13.29 

362 

14.75 

73.61 

13.47 

13.78 

73.80 

1934 

304 

12.50 

343 

14.10 

69 

1935 

319 

13.29 

310 

12.91 

50 

1936 

301 

12.61 

383 

16  04 

56 

1937 

300 

12.66 

380 

16.04 

83 

1938 

317 

13.55 

311 

13.29 

37 

co  »  i 


0) 

J-H 

3 

bjo 


as 

c 

o 


G 

O 

in 

G 

rt 


> 
•  rH 

O 

o 


to  cn 
’>  C 


O 

Gi 

PL, 


£ 

o 

4-> 

0 

Xi 


CO  'G 
CO  c 


o> 


u 

aS 

CD 

>H 

< V 

PG 


oS 

G 

O 

"O 

G 

O 

hJ 

Vi 

O 


G 

-O 


fc/D  G 

C  ° 

*T  •  f— i 

•  -d  ^ 

u  o 

W  ^  CL 

.tS  jd 

W  ^  O 

^  4^  4h 

*h  £  £ 
ca  o  ^ 

“  s  i 

^  -  2 

°  u 

<d 

'-t— i 

CO  a; 

•  *-H  J, 

CO 

s-  to 
p  ”7*  <D 

rt  15 

3 > 

a 

aS 


no 

c 

as 

T3 

G 

aS 


<L>  *> 

4-*  c 

rt  W 

Gi 

I  '— 

r-!  .  O 


aS 

(V 


<v 

4-J 

as 

Pt 

i 

Pi 

4—i 

u 


CO 

<d 

4-1 

oJ 

v- 

L- , 


rt 

4-4 

V- 

O 


<D 

rG 


w  — 


a3j2 


<d 


o  .is 


G 

O 

•  *-H 

-4-» 

G 

SX 

o 

Ph 

o 

o 

o 

-H 

*-l 

(1) 

Oh 

<u 

p— 1 

03 

*h 


ctf 

0 

Q 

13 

G 

c 

G 


x  13  g 

0  •*-»  U 
Cu  O  ^ 

©  H  ^ 

H— »  _ 

,5®  a 

Ko  o 

rH  P_, 


•JB9X  3U0 

aspun  sq^3a  l«}ox 

19 

CO  t-  1—1 

0  >0  0  ©  co 

•(SJB3 X  OM4 
japan)  spuajug 
PUB  ESOqjJEIQ 

5.5 

7.8 

3.6 

13.1 

0.00 

•Ezuanpuj 

800 

90  0 

no 

oro 

no 

•EuaqjqdiQ 

0.07 

0.07 

0.06 

0.05 

0.21 

•qgnog  Suidooq/^ 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.08 

•jaAag  japiEOS 

00  0 

TOO 

TO'O 

TO  0 

TO  0 

•sajSEa^ 

0.04 

0.05 

0.03 

0.06 

0.00 

•xod-qEOis 

©  ©  ©  ©  © 

©  ©  000 

©  ©  ©  ©  © 

•jaAag  oua^ug 

©  ©  ©  ©  © 

0  ©  ©  ©  © 

©  ©  ©  ©  © 

sasneo  py 

11.6 

11.7 

11.0 

11.4 

14.22* 

•sqpiq-ppS 

0.60 

0  65 

0.60 

0.48 

1.06 

•sq^Jig  3Aig 

15.1 

15.0 

15.4 

13.4 

13.55 

10  - 
-P  “ 

tuO 


CO 

JD 

13 

£ 

-a 

G 

aS 

^3 

G 

G 

W 


G 

O 


G  £ 

O  O 

CQ  o 
~  £  ho 

G  rG  C 
G  (J  — ; 

°  V, 
0^-2 
G  ° 

©  aS  .5 
e* 


co 

os 


to 

G 

O 

.•  f-H 
H-> 

aS 


co 

G  —  -  - 
g  Gg 
G  Cl,0 
°  0° 
M  Ph  o 
CD  T3  *? 

SG  <u  I 

CCS  to  O 

P  G  o 

,5  ■•->© 

w  *a  us 


G 

O 

T3 

G 

O 

hJ 


<D 

tuO 

'O 

•  r-< 

j>i 

13 

4-> 

CO 


os 


rt  00 

2°  • 
H  co  c* 


CO 

a;  2 
ja  d 


O  c* 


</i 

tO 

a  ^ 

a)  oj 
CO  00 

13  o 

u 

a> 

a 

u 

a> 

S3  • 

P-.  • 


CO 

43 

4-» 

u 

S 

> 


© 
© 
© 
*— i 

u 

v 

Cu 


(M 


© 

© 


(0 

X! 

4-> 

u 

s 

»'  ■  < 

4-4 

O 

H 


4) 

-*-* 

c3 

J-4 


o3 

(0 

Q 

TS 

4) 

4-1 

o 

a> 

V- 

u 

O 

u 


M 

o 


CO 

aS 

<D 

u 

cJ 

co 

CD 

^-4 

c3 

& 

d 

G 

aS 

d 

G 

'5b 

G 

w 

u 

o 

•4-1 

co 

<D 

4-4 

rt 

«-, 

>4 


l-l 

o 

e 

13 

G 

u 

(D 

4-4 

ccS 

e 

<D 

JS 

H 


20 


TABLE  V. 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS. 

For  the  Year  1938. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Enteric  Fever .  0 

Measles .  0 

Scarlet  Fever  .  0 

Whooping  Cough  .  *  *  . .  2 

Diphtheria .  5 

Influenza  .  1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica .  •  *  . .  1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  .  1 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  .  15 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases .  2 

Syphilis  .  0 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane .  0 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease .  40 

Diabetes  .  6 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc .  23 

Heart  Disease .  78 

Aneurysm .  1 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases .  24 

Bronchitis .  6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases .  1 

Peptic  Ulcer  .  5 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years)  .  0 

Appendicitis  .  0 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .  0 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc .  5 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  .  2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . .  . .  9 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  2 

Other  Puerperal  Causes .  2 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Malformation,  etc .  7 

Senility  .  13 

Suicide  .  4 

Other  Violence .  13 

Other  Defined  Diseases .  21 

Diseases,  ill-defined  or  unknown .  3 


All  causes 


312 
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TABLE  VI. 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  RETURN 
FOR  YEAR  1938. 


Causes  of  Death.  M.  F. 

All  Causes  .  153  158 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers .  0  0 

Measles  .  0  0 

Scarlet  Fever .  0  0 

Whooping  Cough .  1  1 

Diphtheria  .  1  4 

Influenza .  0  2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .  0  0 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever .  0  1 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System .  11  4 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  .  1  2 

Syphilis .  0  0 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  tabes  dorsalis .  1  0 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease .  16  24 

Diabetes .  2  4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c .  6  11 

Heart  Disease .  46  44 

Aneurysm .  0  1 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases .  9  6 

Bronchitis .  5  5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) .  10  6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases .  2  1 

Peptic  Ulcer .  4  1 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) .  0  0 

Appendicitis .  0  0 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver .  0  0 

Other  diseases  of  the  Liver,  &c .  1  7 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  .  2  0 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  .  3  8 

Puerperal  Sepsis .  0  3 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  .  0  0 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Malformation,  &c .  6  1 

Senility  .  5  5 

Suicide  .  3  1 

Other  Violence .  8  8 

Other  Defined  Diseases .  10  8 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown .  0  0 

Poliomyelitis .  0  0 

Polioencephalitis .  0  0 

/Total  .  8  4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  j  Legitimate .  7  4 

( Illegitimate .  1  0 

(Total .  173  144 

Live  Births  j  Legitimate  .  168  143 

( Illegitimate  .  5  1 

(Total .  19  6 

Still  Births  -  Legitimate  .  18  6 

Illegitimate  .  1  0 


TABLE  VII. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  year  from  the  seven 
chief  zymotic  diseases,  as  well  as  the  various  Death-rates  for  the  past  ten  years, 
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TABLE  VIII.  STALYBRIDGE. 


Year 

Populati’n 

estimated 

to 

Middle 
of  each 
Year 

Births 

Deaths  under 
One  Year  of 
Age. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Total 

Deaths 

in 

Public 

Institu¬ 

tions 

t 

Number 

Rate* 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rate 
per  iooo 
Births 
registe’d 

Number 

Rate* 

1920 

27099 

573 

21.15 

67 

117 

381 

14.06 

80 

1921 

25760 

547 

21.23 

63 

115 

423 

16.4 

96 

1922 

25900 

460 

17.76 

37 

80 

388 

14.98 

78 

1923 

25670 

416 

16.2 

46 

110.5 

384 

14.96 

95 

1924 

25100 

421 

16.5 

43 

102 

383 

15.0 

115 

1925 

25140 

403 

16.0 

35 

86.8 

359 

14  28 

104 

1926 

24520 

377 

15.33 

37 

98 

371 

15.13 

102 

1927 

24310 

371 

15.26 

27 

73 

350 

14.4 

129 

1928 

24580 

352 

14.32 

24 

68 

345 

14.03 

123 

1929 

24810 

346 

13.94 

28 

80 

402 

16.2 

116 

1930 

25000 

346 

13.8 

26 

75 

295 

11.8 

97 

1931 

25130 

361 

14.3 

29 

80 

347 

13.8 

88 

1932 

21880 

336 

13.50 

24 

71.4 

360 

14.47 

126 

1933 

24530 

326 

13.29 

24 

73.61 

362 

14.75 

126 

1934 

24320 

304 

12.50 

21 

69 

343 

14.10 

103 

1935 

24000 

319 

13.29 

16 

50 

310 

12.91 

97 

1936 

23872 

301 

12.61 

17 

56 

383 

16.04 

146 

1937 

23690 

300 

12.66 

25 

83 

380 

16  04 

125 

1938 

23390 

317 

13.55 

12 

37 

311 

13.29 

131 

*  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

f  Deaths  in  this  column  are  all  apportioned  to  the  Districts  in  which 

they  lived  before  removal. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was 

12,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  37,  as  against  83,  of  last 

year. 


8  of  the  deaths,  were  males  and  4  were  females. 

Table  IX,  page  27,  shows  the  group  causes  of  death  and  the 

period  at  which  they  occurred. 

The  distribution  of  the  deaths  during  the  year  was  as  follows: 

1st  quarter  .  5 

2nd  quarter  .  3 

3rd  quarter  ...  . . .  2 

4th  quarter  .  2 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  deaths  is  shown  in  Table  I, 
page  16. 

The  twelve  deaths  under  one  year  included  five  under  one 
month,  these  latter  furnishing  the  Neo- Natal  Mortality  figure. 

As  is  the  general  experience  the  deaths  under  one  month 
almost  equal  the  deaths  occurring  in  the  remaining  eleven 
months. 


In  the  local  figures,  three  of  the  five  neo-natal  period  deaths 
were  certified  as  due  to>  prematurity.  Attention  to  the  health  of 
every  expectant  mother  is  the  best  method  of  tackling  this 
problem  and  with  increased  acceptance  of  early,  continued  and 
skilled  ante-natal  care,  the  neo-natal  figure  should  ultimately 
show  some  response. 


Considering  that  the  figure  of  100  was — often  substantially — 
exceeded  four  times  out  of  five  in  the  years  1920-24,  it  will 
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be  evident  that  a  tremendous  saving  of  infant  life  has  been 
effected  even  within  the  last  twenty  years.  The  actual  average 
Infant  Mortality  figure  for  1920-24  was  105  as  against  59  for 
the  five  years  1934-38,  in  other  words  46  infant  lives  annually 
have  been  saved. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  1928-38 
STALYBRIDGE - ENGLAND  AND  WALES- 
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TABLE  IX.  STALYBRIDGE. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Total 

Deaths 
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One 

Year. 
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VACCINAL  CONDITION  OF  POPULATION. 

The  accompanying  table  serves  to  indicate  the  amount  of 
infantile  vaccination  which  has  been  undertaken  in  the  town 
since  1932. 

An  increase  over  last  year  can  be  seen  but  a  noticeable 
feature  is  the  small  proportion  of  infants  who  are  being  vaccin¬ 
ated.  During  the  last  six  years  approximately  one  tenth  only 
of  the  infant  population  have  been  protected  by  vaccination 
against  smallpox. 


VACCINATION. 


Year. 

Certificates  received 
of  successful 
Primary  Vaccination 
of  Children  under 

14  years  during  the 
year. 

Statutory 
declaration 
received  in 
year. 

1933. 

42 

199 

1934 

30 

205 

1935 

33 

198 

1936 

24 

180 

1937 

28 

144 

1938 

41 

172 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Norman  Potts,  the  Vaccination  Officer, 
for  kindly  supplying  the  above  figures  to  me. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  GENERAL.  This  is  provided  for  by  the  Local  Sick 
Nursing  Association. 

(b)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  Arrangements  exist 
whereby  nursing  assistance  will  be  given  by  the  Health  Visitors 
for  such  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  as  require  it. 

MIDWIVES  ACT,  1936. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  are  the  local  supervising  auth¬ 
ority  for  the  purposes  of  the  above  Act. 

They  have  appointed  the  following  as  municipal  midwives 
under  the  Act  : — 

Nurse  Kirkham,  128  Lindsay  Street. 

Nurse  Robinson,  4  Acres  Lane. 

Nurse  Purvey,  148  Huddersfield  Road. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Council  for  the  following  in¬ 
formation  regarding  the  work  of  the  midwives  during  the  year: — 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives 
during  the  year  : — 

(1)  As  midwives  . 121 

(2)  As  maternity  nurses .  41 

Number  of  cases  during  the  year  in  which 
medical  aid  was  summoned  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  under  the  Midwives  Acts  ...  79 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

The  duties  under  the  Act,  previously  carried  out  by  the 
Watch  Committee,  were  transferred  to  the  Public  Health  Dep¬ 
artment  as  from  January  1st,  1939. 
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Application,  the  result  of  which  is  awaited,  has  been  made 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  authority  to  continue  the  adminis¬ 
tration  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

During  the  year,  64  samples  under  the  sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  were  purchased  and  forwarded  to  the  Analyst  for 


Analysis. 

The  samples  comprised  : — 

Milk .  35 

Butter .  5 

Cheese .  4 

Margarine .  4 

Lard  .  1 

Camphorated  Oil .  1 

Eucalyptus  Oil  .  1 

Cooking  Fat . .  ...  1 

Jam  .  2 

Ground  Rice .  1 

Malt  Vinegar .  1 

Demerara  Sugar .  1 

Self-Raising  Flour  .  2 

Cream  .  1 

Zinc  Ointment .  1 

Beer  .  2 

Aspirin  Tablets  .  1 


64 


Four  samples  were  found  to  be  below  the  set  standard. 
In  three  of  the  cases,  the  Trader  was  cautioned,  and  in  the 
other  case,  the  Trader  was  Fined  for  selling  Milk  to  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  the  purchaser. 
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Several  traders  have  been  cautioned  under  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act,  respecting  the  marking  of  Apples,  Tomatoes,  etc. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  District  Infirmary  are  responsible  for  carrying  out  any 
necessary  bacteriological  investigations. 

The  following  specimens  were  examined  during  1938  : — 
SWABS. 


DESCRIPTION 

RESULTS 

Total 

Positive 

Negative 

FOR  K.L.B. 

THROAT 

24 

132 

156 

NASAL 

3 

2 

5 

VIRULENCE  TESTS. 

Three  cases  returning  positive  swabs,  under  conditions  which 
indicated  further  examination,  were  tested  for  virulence  and 
resulted  in  two  of  the  cases  showing  organisms  of  a  virulent 
type  while  in  the  third  the  organisms  were  non-virulent. 

SMEARS— MISCELLANEOUS. 

Two  smears  were  examined  but  both  were  found  to  be 
negative. 

WIDALS. 

One  case  investigated  proved  negative. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD. 

Any  food  to  be  examined  either  chemically  or  bacteriol- 
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logically,  is  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester 
or  the  District  Infirmary,  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  1928,  are  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  T.  R.  Hodgson, 
Manchester. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  and  MILKSHOPS, 

There  are  28  farms  within  the  Borough,  27  of  which  are 
producers  of  milk  for  sale.  On  these  farms  there  are  52  shippons 
and  23  dairies.  During  the  year  48  visits  of  inspection  have 
been  made. 

The  state  of  the  farms  in  general  gives  no  major  cause  for 

complaint. 

Two  points  however  may  be  remarked. 

Several  of  the  farms  have  not  and  have  no  ready  means 
of  securing  a  main  water  supply. 

This  has  not  so  far  proved  detrimental  to  health  but  the 
provision  of  a  main  supply  must  always  dispose  of  the  anx¬ 
ieties  attendant  upon  water  supplies  which  are  not  treated 
before  passing  to  the  user. 

The  sterilisation  of  milk  bottles  is  another  matter  regarding 
which  complete  equanimity  cannot  be  felt.  On  4  farms  only  is 
there  equipment  for  such  treatment  of  milk  bottles,  hot  water 
being  the  general  means  for  scouring  and  cleansing  on  the 
other  farms. 

Admittedly  no  serious  injury  to  health  seems  to  have 
^arisen  through  the  prevailing  system.  The  uses  to  which  some 
bottles  are  put  after  distribution  are  so  many  and  varied  that 
it  is  easy  to  visualise  the  state  into  which  some  of  them  are 
bound  to  come. 
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All  the  more  reason,  therefore,  that  they  should  be  thoro¬ 
ughly  cleansed  on  return  to  the  farm  for  re-filling.  Pressure 
steam  would  seem  to  be'  best  for  this  purpose  and  certainly 
a  cursory  immersion  in  hot  water  would  not  appear  to  be 
adequate. 

Steam  sterilisation  of  bottles  should  not  be  looked  on 
as  a  luxury — it  is  a  necessity  in  fairness  alike  to  producer  and 
consumer. 

8  shops  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  “  loose  ”  milk  and  13 
visits  have  been  paid  to  these  premises.  In  no  case  was  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  caution  the  occupiers  as  to  the  general  cleanliness  of  the 
premises.  A  number  of  these  are  now  selling  smaller  quantities  of 
“  loose  milk  ”  and  are  going  over  to  the  sale  of  bottled  milk 
which  is  making  for  a  better  milk  supply  to  consumers. 

A  large  number  of  shops  sell  bottled  milk  only. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1936,  one  licence 
has  been  issued  for  the  sale  of  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  milk, 
("Certified). 

The  number  of  persons  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order  of  1926  are  : — 

Producers  in  the  Borough  .  26 


Producers  outside  .  45 

Retail  Purveyors  .  31 


During  the  year  the  following  improvements  have  been 
made  on  the  farms  : — 

ARLIES  FARM. 

General  repairs  to  farm  buildings. 

ASHES  FARM. 

Two  new  windows  provided  in  shippon. 

FIELDS  FARM. 

Old  shippon  re-conditioned  and  brought  up  to  present  day 
standards. 
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OAKWOOD  FARM. 

Ventilation  improved. 

RIDGEHILL  FARM. 

Drainage  system  improved. 

SOURACRE  FARM. 

New  shippon  provided. 

MILK  SAMPLING. 

During  the  year  30  milk  samples  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  biological  examination  at  the  District  Infirmary,  Ashton- 
under- Lyne. 

18  of  the  samples  were  taken  from  farms  situated  within  the 
Borough,  whilst  12  were  from  farms  situated  outside  the  Borough. 

In  this  routine  sampling  only  one  of  the  30  taken  for 
biological  examination  was  found  to  be  tuberculous  ;  in  such 
instances  the  County  Council  are  informed  and  the  County 
Veterinary  Inspector  takes  such  steps  as  are  necessary  to 
discover  the  source  of  the  infection. 

The  tuberculous  sample  was  produced  outside  the  Borough 
and  was  followed  up  in  this  manner. 


MILK  (Special  Designations)  ORDER,  1936. 
OFFICIAL  GRADES  OF  MILK. 
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ICE  CREAM. 

The  difficulties  of  formulating  a  practical  standard  for  food¬ 
stuffs  are  well  known  but  unless  some  such  guide  exists  the 
benefits  of  any  sampling  are  very  largely  nullified. 

No  better  instance  of  this  could  be  quoted  than  ice  cream, 
a  popular  and  widely  distributed  product  over  which  control 
is  essential. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  following  is  a  report  kindly  supplied  by  the  Water 
Engineer  : — 

Staly bridge  is  served  with  water  by  a  Joint  Committee 
consisting  of  members  from  Ashton-under-Lyne,  Stalybridge, 
Dukinfield,  Mossley  and  Audenshaw.  The  supply  is  derived 
from  moorland  gathering  grounds  and  is  passed  through  Bell’s 
Mechanical  Pressure  Filters  prior  to  distribution.  The  Town  is 
supplied  from  a  covered  service  reservoir  in  which  the  filtered 
water  is  stored. 

The  quality  of  the  water  during  the  year  has  been  main¬ 
tained  at  a  high  standard  and  no  difficulties  have  been  ex¬ 
perienced  regarding  quantity  available.  The  reservoirs  when 
full  contain  179  days  supply. 

A  bacteriological  laboratory  for  the  examination  of  water 
has  been  established  during  the  year  and  since  its  inauguration, 
108  samples  have  been  examined.  The  methods  adopted  in  the 
laboratory  conform  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Report  No. 
71  on  “  The  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies.” 
All  samples  from  the  Stalybridge  area  have  been  found  satis¬ 
factory  in  quality. 

No  works  of  major  importance  have  been  undertaken  during 
the  year  but  renewals  of  mains,  valves  and  hydrants,  have  been 


numerous. 


37 


Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  replace  ball  hydrants  with  spring 
conversion  elements  or  hydrants  of  the  screwdown  type.  A 
special  census  of  hydrants  and  valves  has  been  taken  with  a 
view  to  assisting  the  local  Air  Raid  Precautions  organisation, 
and  close  collaboration  is  maintained  with  the  officials  of  that 
organisation. 

The  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  Stalybridge  district 
during  the  year  ended  25th  March,  1938,  was  : — 

(1)  For  domestic  purposes  .  249,475,000  galls. 

(2)  For  trade  purposes  .  38,127,000  galls. 

287,602,000  galls. 

The  added  area  of  Matley  has  now  been  brought  within 
the  Joint  Undertaking.  Previously  the  supply  came  from  a 
small  reservoir  fed  by  a  spring  at  Gallows  Clough. 

There  still  exists  one  district  in  the  town  not  supplied  by 
the  Joint  Undertaking. 

In  this  district,  Millbrook,  185  houses  are  supplied  from  a 
small  reservoir  on  the  hillside,  this  being  fed  by  a  series  of 
springs  adjacent  to<  it.  During  the  year  a  valuable  contribution 
has  been  made  to  the  safety  of  the  supply  by  the  installation 
of  a  chlorination  plant. 

Bacteriological  and  Chemical  samples  of  water  have  been 
taken  regularly  throughout  the  year  and  particulars  are  ap¬ 
pended  below  : — 

WATER  SUPPLIED  BY  THE  JOINT  UNDERTAKING. 

Sample  collected  24th  February,  1938. 

Chemical  Examination. 

Parts  per 
100.000 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4hrs.  at  27° c.  ...  Nil. 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  as  NH3.  ...  Nil. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  as  NH3  .  0.0042 
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Nitrous  Nitrogen  as  NH3 .  Nil. 

Nitric  Nitrogen  as  NH3 .  0.072 

Chlorides  as  Cl .  1.5 

Temporary  Hardness  .  2.0 

Permanent  Hardness  .  3.5 

Total  Hardness  .  5.5 

pH  Value  .  8.0 

Action  on  lead  (24  hours)  .  0.  02 

Metals  .  Nil. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 


Njo.  of  colonies 
per  c.c.  of  water. 

Aerobic  micro-organisms  growing 
in  yeastrel  agar — 

in  3  days  at  22<>c.  .  9. 

in  2  days  at  37° c.  .  0. 

Bacterium  Cbli 

Not  found  in  100c. c. 

Probable  number  of  coli-aerogenes  bacteria 
None  per  100  c.c.  of  water. 


MILLBROOK  SUPPLY. 

Sample  collected  28th  November,  1938. 

Chemical  Examination. 

Parts  per 
100.000 


Oxygen  absorbed  in  4hrs.  at  27 Qc.  ■  ...  0.014 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  as  NH3  .  0.0014 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  as  NH3  .  0.0020 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  as  NHg  .  Nil. 

Nitric  Nitrogen  as  NH3  .  0.135 

Chlorides  as  Cl .  1.9 

Temporary  Hardness .  1.4 
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Permanent  Hardness  .  5.1 

Total  Hardness  .  6.5 

pH  Value .  6.5 

Action  on  lead  (24  hours)  .  0.90 

Metals  .  Nil 

Bacteriological  Examination. 


N(o>.  of  colonies 
per  c.c.  of  water. 

Aerobic  micro-organisms  growing 
in  yeastrel  agar 

in  3  days  at  22  °c.  .  4 

in  2  days  at  37°c.  .  5 

Bacterium  Coli 

Not  found  in  100  c.c. 

Probable  number  of  coli-aerogeines  bacteria 
None  per  100  c.c.  of  water. 


SWIMMING  BATH  WATER. 

The  Borough  has  two  up-to-date  Swimming  Baths  and  20 
Slipper  Baths. 

The  large  bath  holds  66,000  gallons  of  water,  whilst  the  other 
has  a  capacity  of  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  continuous  and  by  means  of  Bell’s  patent 
filters;  the  water  is  kept  at  a  suitable  temperature  and  the  surface 
is  skimmed  at  frequent  intervals. 

Chlorination  is  accurately  controlled  throughout  each  day 
and  is  maintained  between  0.2  per  million  and  0.5  parts  per 
million  of  free  chlorine. 

Daily  record  charts  showing  the  numbers  using  each  bath, 
the  chlorine  level  and  the  PH  value  of  the  water,  ensure  that 
the  water  is  kept  in  excellent  condition. 
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The  water  has  throughout  the  year  been  maintained  in  a 
highly  satisfactory  condition  and  there  is  no  possibility  what¬ 
ever,  under  the  present  methods  of  treatment,  of  danger  from 
infection  arising. 

During  the  year  improvement  has  been  made  by  the  in¬ 
stallation  in  the  foot-baths  of  warm  showers  to  replace  the 

underwater  feed  pipes. 

* 

Mr.  Sutcliffe,  the  Baths  Superintendent,  kindly  informs  me 
that  the  number  of  persons  using  the  baths  during  the  year 
was  36,999  males  and  19,070  females,  making  a  total  of  56,069. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS  AND  LOCAL  ACTS. 

Stalybridge  Police  Act,  1828. 

Stalybridge  Extension  and  Improvement  Act,  1881. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

Part  1.  All  Sections  (Except  Subsec.  I  of  Sect.  ii). 
Part  2.  All  Sections. 

Part  3.  Sections  28  to  31,  34,  35,  37  to  46,  48  to  50* 
Part  4.  All  Sections. 

Part  5.  All  Sections. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Sections  1-4,  18-24. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907. 

Part  1.  All  Sections*. 

Part  2.  Sections  17-22,  28,  30-33*. 

Part  4.  Sections  53  and  54. 

Part  7.  Sections  81  and  86. 

Part  8.  All  Sections. 

Part  9.  Section  91. 
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Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

Part  2.  Sections  13-19,  21-35. 

*  Amended  by  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

BYELAWS  AND  REGULATIONS,  ETC. 

Slaughterhouses  (January,  1931). 

Houses  "Let  in  Lodgings  (September,  1933). 

Closing  Order  (Tobacco  Shops). 

Closing  Order  (Fish  Fryers). 

Closing  Order  (Butchers’  Shops). 

Sale  of  Toys  (Newsagents'  Shops). 

Common  Lodging  House  Byelaws  (Feby.  1878). 

Common  Lodging  Houses  (1939). 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  sewage  of  Stalybridge  is  treated  at  the  works  of 
the  Stalybridge  and  Dukinfield  Joint  Sewerage  Board  along 
with  the  sewage  of  the  Borough  of  Dukinfield  and  Audenshaw 
U.D.C. 

The  sewage  purification  plant  at  the  works  includes  Det¬ 
ritus  Tanks,  Screens,  Precipitation  Tanks,  Activated  Sludge 
Plant  (Sheffield  Type),  Percolating  Filters,  Humus  Tanks. 

The  sludge  disposal  p!ant  include®  sludge  digestion  at 
atmospheric  temperature  and  sludge  drying  beds.  A  sludge 
pressing  plant  is  also  available.  The  dried  sludge  is  disposed 
of  on  land. 

During  the  year  some  of  the  media  in  the  percolating 
filters  has  been  renewed. 

An  average  of  2,784,500  gallons  of  sewage  per  day  was 
treated  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  16%  over  the  previous 
year. 
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HOSPITALS. 

The  arrangements,  as  outlined  in  last  year’s  report,  remain 
unaltered,  save  for  the  number  of  beds  retained  in  Hyde 
Isolation  Hosptial. 

I  would  here  acknowledge  the  help  afforded  by  the  con¬ 
trolling  authority  of  Ladywell  Sanatorium  in  allowing  the  ad¬ 
mittance  of  cases  from  our  Borough. 

This  institution  kindly  came  to  our  assistance  on  the  few 
occasions  when  it  was  no  longer  possible  for  Hyde  Isolation 
Hospital  to  take  our  cases. 


SCHOOLS. 

During  the  year  improvement  has  been  made  at  certain 
schools  with  regard  to  their  sanitary  conveniences. 

Negotiations  are  in  progress  for  similar  improvements  at 
other  schools  in  the  Borough. 

Fuller  particulars  are  given  in  my  School  Medical  Report. 
The  water  supply  of  the  schools  is  quite  satisfactory. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

INFECTIOUS  CASES.  The  Borough  possesses  a  20  h.p. 

Austin  Ambulance,  purchased  in  September,  and  a  Morris  Am¬ 
bulance.  The  Austin  Ambulance  is  used  solely  on  infectious 
disease  work,  whilst  the  Morris  Ambulance  is  used  for  general 
Public  Health  purposes. 

NON-IN FECTIOUS  AND  ACCIDENT  CASES.  Improvement 
has  been  made  during  the  year  by  the  purchase  of  a  20  h.p. 
Austin  Ambulance  for  dealing  with  accidents  and  non-infectious 
cases.  A  charge  of  5/-  per  removal  is  made. 
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MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES. 

There  are  no  Maternity  or  Nursing  Homes  in  the  area. 

There  is  no  Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants,  or  homeless  children  in  the  area. 


PREVENTION  and  TREATMENT  of  BLINDNESS. 

The  local  authority  for  the  purposes  of  administering  the 
Blind  Persons  Act,  1920,  is  the  County  Council. 

The  child  mentioned  in  the  1937  Report  is  still  in  the 
Sunshine  Home,  Leamington. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Name  and  Situation. 

Clinics  Held. 

By  whom  provided 

I.  Maternity  and 

Child  Welfare 

Centre 

High  Street. 

Infant  Consultations. 
Wednesday  2 — 4-15  p.m. 
Tuesday  2 — 4-15  p.m. 

Alternate  Thursdays  2 — 4-15 
Ante-natal  Clinic. 

Alternate  Thursdays  2 — 4-15 
Post  Natal  Clinic. 

One  Thursday  per  month 

2 — 4-15. 

Stalybridge 

Corporation. 

II.  School  Clinic, 
High  Street. 

Minor  Ailments. 

Monday  to  Friday 

9-0 — 12  noon. 

S.  M.  O’s  Inspection  Clinic. 
Monday  9-30 — 12. 

Thursday  9-30 — 12. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Thursday  2 — 4-30  p.m. 
Friday  10  a.m. — 12. 

„  2 — 4-30  p.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Mondays  2 — 4  p.m. 

Stalybridge 

Corporation. 

III.  Joint  School  and 
M.  &  C.  W.  Dep. 
High  Street. 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic. 
Monday  9 — 12  noon. 

Thursday  9 — 12  noon. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Monday  2 — 4-30  p.m. 

Stalybridge 

Corporation. 

IV.  Tuberculosis 

Dispensary, 
Beeley  St.,  Hyde 

Monday  10 — 12  noon. 

Wednesday  2 — 4  p.m. 

„  6 — 7-30  p.m. 

Cheshire 

County. 

V.  Venereal  Diseases, 
Dist.  Infirmary, 
Ashton-u-Lyne 

Monday  6  p.m.  (Females) 
Wednesday  3  p.m.  (M.  &  F.) 
Thursday  6  p.m.  (Males) 

District 

Infirmary, 

Ashton-u-Lyne. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


Sepsis 

Puerperal 

Others 

Total 

England  and  Wales  Rate  : — 

Per  1000  live 

Births  . 

0.89 

2.19 

3.08 

Per  1000  Total 

Births  . 

0.86 

2.11 

2.97 

Stalybridge  Rate  : — 

Per  1000  live 

Births  . 

9.46 

0.00 

9.46 

Per  1000  Total 

Births  . 

8.77 

0.00 

8.77 

Three  Maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  1938,  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  above  rate  of  9.46  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  three  deaths  noted  above  were  all  the  subject  of 

thorough  investigation  and  fell  within  a  class  regarding  which 
a  great  deal  remains  to  be  discovered. 

One  of  the  cases  actually  attended  an  Ante-natal  Clinic 
for  some  time,  while  the  others  did  not  suffer  from  any 
abnormality  prior  to  their  fatal  illness. 

It  is  remarkable  that  three  such  cases  should  fall  within 
a  short  period  and — although  it  can  in  no  way  modify  the 
feelings  of  loss  and  regret — it  is  at  least  satisfactory  to  know 
that  no  step  was  neglected  which  could  in  any  way  have 

helped  the  patients. 

All  three  cases  died  in  hospital. 

The  technical  details  of  the  cases  could  not  advantage¬ 
ously  be  appended  here  and  these  occurrences  emphasise  the 

need  for  continued  and  increasing  Ante-natal  observation  to 
enable  facts  to  be  assembled  which  may  ultimately  reduce 
still  further  the  “  unavoidable  ”  in  maternal  mortality. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  (PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT)  1936. 

354  notifications  of  births  were  received  during  the  year, 
330  of  these  related  to  live-births  and  24  to  still  births. 

220  notifications  were  received  from  midwives,  whilst  134 
were  received  from  institutions. 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 


Two  decisions  taken  during  the  year  should  materially 
enhance  the  value  of  present  arrangements. 

Four  specially  qualified  Medical  Practitioners  were  appointed 
as  Consultant  Obstetricians  and  will  be  available  for  opinion 
in  any  case  of  doubt  or  difficulty. 

The  names  of  the  Consultants  are  :  — 


Dr.  Fitzgerald 
Dr.  Hunter 
Dr.  Lacey 

Dr.  Thomas,  of  Stalybridge. 


One  session  weekly  will  be  devoted  by  the  School  Dentist 
to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  purposes,  and  the  Dental 
Attendant  who  will  be  appointed  to  assist,  will  devote  approx¬ 
imately  half  her  time  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Department. 

STERILISED  OUTFITS. 

Arrangements  are  made  whereby  Sterilized  Maternity  Out¬ 
fits  are  available  to  all  doctors  and  midwives  in  the  town 
for  use  at  confinements. 

These  outfits  are  kept  at  the  Police  Station  and  can  be 
used  by  the  doctor  or  midwife  attending  a  confinement,  & 
charge  of  2/6  being  made  for  their  use. 

During  1938,,  six  Sterilized  Outfits  were  used. 

ANTE-NATAL  RECORDS, 

Endeavour  will  be  made  to  ensure  that  the  confinement 
record  is  present  with  the  ante-natal  record  so>  that  a  check 
upon  the  ante-natal  findings  may  be  available  and  full  in¬ 
formation  present  in  the  event  of  post-natal  attendances. 


POST-NATAL  CLINICS. 
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The  attendance  at  these  is  not  so>  large  as.  might  be 
desired. 

It  is  understandable  that  this  should  be  so.  initially  but 
increasing  recognition  of  and  confidence  in  ante-natal  care 
should  in  time  produce  a  corresponding  realisation  of  the 
value  of  post-natal  attention. 

HEALTH  VISITORS’  WORK. 

The  following  is  a  tabular  summary  of  the  visits  made  by 
the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  : — 


Number 

of  primary 

visits  to  children 

0  1 

year 

307 

Number 

of  other  visits  to  children... 

0—1 

year  2175 

33 

>> 

1—2 

years 

986 

33 

33  ' 

33 

2—3 

j^ears 

926 

33 

3—4 

years 

956 

33 

33 

4—5 

years 

932 

33 

33 

re  Infant  Deaths 

10 

33 

33 

re  still  Births 

25 

33 

33 

Ante -natal 

12 

Total  M. 

&  C.  W.  Visits 

6329 

Chicken-pox 

12 

Visits  to 

cases  of 

Measles 

65 

Infectious 

Disease. 

Whooping  Cough 

25 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

Diphtheria 

7 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  68 
Mumps  1 


Total  Visits  to  Infectious  Diseases  i83 


Total  Visits  M.  &  C.  W.  and 

Infectious  Disease  6512. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  visits  paid  shows  an 
appreciable  increase  over  last  year,  while  Ophthalmia  Neo¬ 
natorum  cases  required  68  visits. 

The  actual  arrangements  remain  as  on  page  44,  last  year’s 
report. 

HOME  HELPS. 

No  scheme  exists  locally. 

The  value  of  a  scheme  depends  upon  local  circumstances 
and  will  be  kept  in  mind. 


INFANT  CONSULTATION  CENTRE. 


Number  of  Sessions  held  .  115 

Total  number  of  Attendances  of  Infants  7742 

Average  attendance  per  session .  67 


Total  number  of  children  who  attended 
the  Centre  for  the  first  time  during 
the  year — 

(a)  Under  1  year  of  age  ...  231 

(b)  Between  1  and  5  years  ...  41 

Total  number  of  children  who-  were 
attending  the  Centre  at  the  close 
of  the  year — 

(c)  Under  1  year  of  age  .  201 

(d)  Between  1  and  5  years  ...  421 

Percentage  of  notified  live  births  re¬ 
presented  by  the  number  in  (a)  70°/o 

Number  of  Infants 

for  whom  food  was  sold  .  3628 

Percentage  of  Infants  receiving  foods...  47°/o 
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0—1 

1—2 

2—3 

3—4 

4—5 

year 

years 

years 

years 

years 

1st  Visits  .  231 

...  16 

...  12 

9 

...  4 

Subsequent  Visits  ...4450 

...1545 

...  656 

...  551 

...  268 

Number  seen 

by  M.O . 1521 

...  316 

...  189 

...  132 

...  63 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINIC. 

The  numbers  both  of  individual  attendances  and  of  at¬ 
tendances  made,,  show  a  marked  rise. 

More  children  of  all  ages  made  their  first  attendance 
during  1938,  as  compared  with  previous  years,  the  average 
clinic  attendances  rose  appreciably  and  in  general  the  clinic 
statistics  are  very  satisfactory. 

Certain  points  may  be  commented  upon. 

Artificial  feeding  consisting  mainly  of  dried  milk,  should 
not  be  regarded  as  altogether  excellent  if  it  means  that  breast 
feeding  is  encouraged  to  decline. 

Advice  given  at  the  clinic  always  is  that  where  possible 
natural  feeding  is  advisable  for  mother  and  child. 

Attendance  at  the  clinic  of  children  between  one  and  five 
is  not  large,  and  special  effort  to  induce  the  “  toddlers  ”  to 
come  might  be  worth  while.  Defects  attended  to>  before  five 
save  increased  and  more  difficult  remedial  measures  at  school 
entry. 

It  would  be  a  pity  were  the  functions  of  the  clinic  to  be 
considered  as  anything  but  complementary  to  the  health  services 
provided  generally  for  the  community. 

There  is  always  a  danger  that  the  sale  of  food  assumes  an 
undue  prominence  besides  which  the  provision  of  skilled  ex¬ 
amination  and  advice  pale  into  unwarranted  insignificance. 
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Should  the  time  ever  arrive  when  Welfare  Centres  are 
regarded  merely  as  “  cut  price  ”  shops,  then  the  principle 
underlying  their  inception  will  have  become  so  neglected  as 
to  require  urgent  re-expression  in  fairness  to  local  authority 
and  ratepayer  alike. 


This  section  would  not  be  complete  without  reference  to 
the  invaluable  assistance  afforded  by  the  voluntary  workers 
at  the  Welfare  Centre  and  to 


thanks  : — 

Mrs.  Tonge 
Miss  Sylvester 
Mrs.  Cropper 
Mrs.  McCarthy 
Mrs.  Revell. 


these  ladies  I  offer  my  best 

Miss  Broadbent 
Mrs.  Pocock 
Mrs.  Froggart 
Mrs.  I.  Bottomley. 

Mrs.  Harris. 

Mrs.  I.  Walker. 


PROVISION  OF  MILK  FOR  MOTHERS  and  CHILDREN. 

It  seems  a  pity  that,  in  view  of  the  prime  importance  of 
safeguarding  nutrition  in  the  ante-natal  period  and  in  early 
childhood,  it  is  not  yet  possible  to  supply  milk  on  favourable 
terms  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 

The  foundation  should  be  laid  before  the  child  is  old 
enough  to  take  advantage  of  the  milk  in  schools  arrangement. 

Free  milk,  it  is  true,  is  supplied  to  selected  cases  But 
there  are  members  of  families  who  fail  to  qualify  for  this 
but  who  would  benefit  by  the  increased  consumption  of  safe 
milk.  1 

During  the  year  872  cases  received  milk,  each  case  being 
allowed  1  lb.  packet  of  dried  milk  a  week  or  1  pint  of  milk  per 
day  for  one  month,  after  which  period  a  fresh  application  giving 
full  financial  circumstances  must  be  made. 

832  (1  lb.)  packets  were  supplied  free  during  the  year, 
£62  :  8  :  0  being  spent  and  2161  gallons  of  fresh  milk  were  also 
supplied. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  free  provision  of  milk  in  necessitous 
cases  the  following  represents  the  ordinary  sales  of  dried  milks, 
cod  liver  oil,  etc.,  at  the  clinic  during  the  year  : — 

3380  (lb.)  packets  of  dried  milk. 

299  lbs.  14ozs.  of  Virol. 

44^  lbs.  of  Malt  and  Oil. 

2010  ozs.  of  Cod  Liver  Oil. 

The  total  receipts  being  £308  : 9  :  9. 

The  figures  continue  high. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  ensure  that  only  pasteurised 
liquid  milk  will  be  supplied  on  the  requisition  of  the  Child 
Welfare  Authority  and  periodic  phosphatase  tests  will  be  made 
to  provide  information  as  to  the  efficiency  of  treatment. 


ORTHOPEDIC  CLINIC. 

This  clinic  is  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Poston,  of  Manchester, 
who  attends  on  alternate  months.  Weekly  sessions  every  Monday 
afternoon  are  conducted  by  the  masseuse,  who  supervises  the 
treatment  ordered  by  the  surgeon  and  undertakes  remedial 
exercises  for  any  special  cases. 

During  1938,  44  sessions  have  been  held,  and  Mr.  Poston 
was  present  at  5.  The  total  attendances  of  all  children  during 
the  year  was  553,  there  being  364  attendances  by  school 
children  and  189  attendances  by  pre-school  children. 

The  following  table  represents  the  state  of  the  Orthopaedic 
register  at  the  close  of  1938. 
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Lost  sight  of 
Left  School. 

Cured. 

Still 

Attending. 

1932  Cases 

15 

15 

5 

1933  Cases 

32 

23 

13 

1934  Cases 

15 

17 

9 

1935  Cases 

11 

13 

5 

1936  Cases 

13 

8 

15 

1937  Cases. 

3 

9 

16 

1938  Cases. 

0 

0 

16 

Total 

89 

85 

79 

The  above  table  includes  school  children. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  year  1938,  16  new 
cases  were  seen. 

There  are  then  79  cases  remaining  on  the  register  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  cases 
dealt  with  since  the  inception  of  the  orthopaedic  clinic  in  1932. 
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above  Table  includes  school  children. 


Two  cases  received  operative  treatment  during  the  year, 
both  being  school  children. 

Rickets,  mainly  in  its  milder  manifestations  is  still  seen 
frequently  although  the  rule  is  for  a  ready  response  to  be 
made  to  suggestions  for  treatment. 

This  Clinic  is  a  very  valuable  asset  to  the  Child  Welfare 
Service,  relieving  as  it  does  the  responsibility  of  attending 
to  the  cases  by  reference  elsewhere. 

The  importance  of  such  Clinics  is  becoming  increasingly 
recognised. 


ARTIFICIAL  SUNLIGHT  TREATMENT. 

This  form  of  treatment  has  now  become  firmly  established 
with  the  public  and  many  mothers  ask  for  it  for  their  children. 

When  recommended,  its  possible  advantages  are  explained 
but  it  is  also  pointed  out  that  cases  must  be  selected  and 
undue  optimism  deprecated.  It  is  not  a  panacea  for  all  the 
ailments  of  childhood. 

The  arrangements  remain  unaltered.  The  conditions  for 
which  treatment  was  given  are  noted  below.  A  note  also  shows 
the  numbers  who  ceased  treatment  before  completion,  with  the 
reasons  for  so  doing. 


M.  &  C.  W. 

Males 

Females 

Debility . 

8 

8 

Bronchitis . 

•  •  • 

... 

Adenitis . 

4 

2 

Skin  Condition . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

Otitis  Media . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Miscellaneous . 

(incl.  Rickets) 

5 

2 

17 

12 

. 
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27  children  failed  to  complete  the  full  course.,  the  reasons 
being  intercurrent  Infectious  Disease,  Excessive  Reaction,  Inter¬ 
current  illness  or  left  the  district. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

(Children  Act  1908  and  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932). 

The  Health  Visitors  undertake  the  duties  of  Infant  Life 
Protection  Visitors. 

No  children  were  under  supervision  at  the  close  of  1937. 
No  children  were  placed  on  the  register  during  1938. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Ten  beds  are  now  retained  in  Hyde  Isolation  Hospital  as 
against  five  previously. 

This  new  arrangement  greatly  relieves  the  anxiety  of  isol¬ 
ation  in  Diphtheria. 

Some  points  of  interest  arise  in  Diphtheria  investigations. 

The  carrier  question  which  may  involve  a  child  with  a 
positive  swab  but  otherwise  quite  healthy,  being  isolated  over 
weeks  or  months,  is  important. 

The  elimination  of  the  possibly  numerous  potential  foci  of 
infection  is  no  easy  matter,  as  parental  sanction  is  not  always 
readily  forthcoming,  while  isolation  pending  evidence  from  a 
virulence  test  is  not  so  difficult,  but  complications  arise  when 
the  same  child  at  relatively  short  intervals  furnishes  different 
results  from  that  test. 

Points  which  would  help  are,  “  Should  the  virulence  test  be 
repeated,  and  if  so,  when?” 

The  swabbing  of  contacts  seems  to  provide  another  bone 
of  contention  but  is  carried  out  locally  only  in  special  circum¬ 
stances.  Its  value  as  a  routine  Public  Health  measure,  would, 
I  think,  be  more  apparent  than  real. 


'NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

There  is  a  very  marked  drop  in  the  incidence  of  Notifiable 
Infectious  Disease.  189  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
received  during  the  year  (as  against  312  last  year)  33  of  these 
related  to  various  forms  of  tuberculosis  and  156  to  other  in¬ 
fectious  diseases. 
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Table  XI,  page  60,  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of 
each  infectious  disease  received  annually  since  the  year  1900. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Chicken-pox .  53 

Whooping  Cough .  37 

Measles  .  235 

Mumps  .  12 

Total  .  337 


These  figures  are  obtained  from  Schools,  Nurses,  and  casual 
sources.  They  are  often  not  confirmed  medically  and  so  are  only 
of  general  value. 

The  cases  of  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  noted  above, 
show  a  great  increase  but,  apart  from  the  accuracy  of  the 
figures,  it  should  be  recalled  that  Measles,  for  example,  is  a 
disease  which  is  expected  to  recur  in  ej>idemic  form  at  intervals. 

This  non-notifiable  group  is  a  very  important  one  from  a 
communal  point  of  view  and  should  be  regarded  seriously  by 
every  parent. 

Leaving  aside  mortality,  the  sequelae  left  by  these  diseases 
are  often  disastrous  and  unless  dealt  with  properly  may  leave 
permanent  ill-effects.  The  persistent  ‘  bronchitis  ’  or  '  pleurisy  ’ 
after  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough  is  no  rarity. 

A  few  words  on  Mumps  might  usefully  be  inserted  here. 

This  disease  is  regarded  generally  and  rightly  as  being 
one  of  the  less  serious  infectious  diseases. 

The  danger  lies  in  its  signs  being  confused  with  those  of 
other  and  much  more  serious  conditions,  e.g.,  Diphtheria. 

Thus  many  swellings  in  the  neck  are  ascribed  to  Mumps, 
the  exact  location  of  the  swollen  glands  not  being  a  matter 
which  the  layman  could  be  expected  to  gauge  or  appreciate. 


59 


It  is  commonplace  to  see  a  child  with  marked  glands  in 
the  neck  who  has  been  treated  at  home  by  rubbing  or  applying 
some  counter  irritant  and  that  no-  eventual  harm  often  results 
is  due  to  the  cause  being  relatively  slight  and  settling  down. 

The  vital  point  or  omission  is  that  examination  of  the 
throat  has  not  been  made  because  neck  swellings  are  not 
commonly  associated  with  throat  causes. 

Sound  advice  therefore  is  “  Look  at  the  throat  in  every 
case  of  neck  swellings  and  if  in  doubt,  call  in  a  doctor.” 

Were  this  done  always  the  annual  diphtheria  deaths  would 
show  a  marked  drop. 


DISINFECTION. 

The  cases  visited  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  41,  Diphtheria  74,  Erysipelas  12,  Pneumonia  22, 
Tuberculosis  33,  Puerperal  "Pyrexia  1,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
5,  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  1. 

Enquiries  are  made  in  each  case  and  advice  given  as  to  the 
precautions  to  be  taken  where  the  patients  are  isolated  at  home  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  disinfecting  Station  has  again  been  most  serviceable  in 
dealing  with  infected  articles.  136  beds,  332  pillows  and  bolsters, 
424  blankets  and  883  other  articles  have  been  dealt  with. 

165  premises,  including  the  Elementary  Day  Schools,  have 
been  fumigated. 

41  books  issued  from  the  Public  Library  were  disinfected. 

The  value  of  terminal  disinfection  seems  to  be  called  into 
question  more  and  more  and  the  sense  of  security  engendered 
by  the  burning  of  sulphur  may  well  be  better  justified  by  the 
relative  susceptibility  of  every  organism  to  exposure  under  un¬ 
favourable  conditions. 
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TABLE  XI. 


MONTHLY  NOTIFICATION  OF  DISEASES. 
(EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1938. 
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SPECIFIC  INFECTIONS. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Case  Rate  1.75  per  1000  population,  Stalybridge. 

Case  Rate  2.41  per  1000  population,  England  and  Wales. 

41  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  as  compared  with 
74  in  1937. 

The  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  year  as  shown  : — 


1st  Quarter  .  10 

2nd  Quarter  .  7 

3rd  Quarter  .  7 

4th  Quarter  .  17 


12  cases  occurred  amongst  pre-school  children,  28  cases 
amongst  school  children  and  1  case  was  over  school  age. 

Of  the  28  cases  amongst  school  children,  there  was  no  in¬ 
dication  of  any  special  incidence  on  any  one  particular  school. 

19  cases  were  males  and  22  were  females. 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — - 


Stayley  Ward  .  23  cases. 

Dukinfield  Ward  .  9  cases. 

Lancashire  Ward  .  5  cases. 

Millbrook  Ward  .  4  cases. 


The  number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  was  24,  as  against 
32  last  year.  The  average  duration  of  stay  in  hospital  was 
33|  days. 

A  decreased  incidence  is  evident.  The  relatively  large 
number  of  cases  (24  out  of  41)  removed  to  hospital,  is  due  to 
housing  or  family  circumstances. 
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It  is  always  considered  that  home  isolation  in  this  disease 
should  be  taken  as  a  routine  measure  if  other  things  are  equal 

No  deaths  resulted  from  the  disease. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Case  Rate  3.16  per  1000,  Stalybridge. 

Case  Rate  1.58  per  1000,  England  and  Wales. 

74  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year;  70 
were  removed  to  hospital  and  five  deaths  resulted. 

The  Ward  distribution  was  as  follows  : — 


Stayley  Ward .  23  cases. 

Dukinfield  Ward .  30  cases. 

Lancashire  Ward .  10  cases. 

Millbrook  Ward .  11  cases. 


The  seasonal  distribution  of  the  cases  as  usual  showed  great¬ 
est  prevalence  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 


First  Quarter .  11  cases. 

Second  Quarter .  20  cases. 

Third  Quarter  .  15  cases. 

Fourth  Quarter  .  28  cases. 


9  cases  occurred  amongst  pre-school  children;  46  cases 
amongst  school  children  and  19  cases  were  ages  14  years  or  more. 

37  cases  were  males  and  37  were  females. 

In  3  instances  the  houses  where  the  cases  occurred  were 
overcrowded  under  the  1936  Housing  Act. 

While  showing  a  welcome  decrease  since  1937,  some  74  cases 
occurred  and  five  deaths  resulted,  all  in  school  children. 
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This  fatality  is  deplorable  but  unfortunately  unless  a  very 
attenuated  type  of  organism  appears  or  the  public  as  a  whole 
become  increasingly  immune,  a  regrettable  number  of  annual 
deaths  from  this  disease  is  likely  to  continue. 

Early  treatment  is  vital  and  if  any  doubt  exists  as  to  the 
nature  of  a  suspicious  case  then  hospital  should  be  the  place 
of  choice  for  clearing  up  that  doubt. 

Swab  results  make  excellent  servants  but  poor  masters. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Active  immunisation  is  provided  by  means  of  T.A.F.  or 
A.P.T.  (two  shot  method). 

Schick  testing  prior  to  immunisation  is  done  in  selected 
cases.  Post  Schicking  is  performed  as  a  routine.  In  the  following 
statistics  for  the  year,  the  item  “  number  of  children  failing  to 
complete  course  ”  includes  those  who  failed  to  report  for  their 
final  schick  (which  is  carried  out  three  months  after  the  last 
injection).  The  figure  is  therefore  higher  than  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  but  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  majority  of  the  defaulters 
have  actually  completed  their  course  of  immunising  and  that 
the  failure  lies  in  the  non-return  for  Schicking. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  any  person  who  had 
been  immunised  and  post- Schi eked  or  within  a  period  during 
which  immunisation  had  become  effective. 

One  case  developed  within  a  fortnight  of  his  second  im¬ 
munising  dose.  The  cause  may  in  this  case  have  been  contact 
with  a  person  carrying  the  organism  and  it  is  always  pointed 
out  that  several  weeks  are  necessary  before  protection  is 
established. 
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This  case  therefore  may  in  no  practical  sense  be  interpreted 
as  having  occurred  in  other  than  a  non-immune. 


IMMUNISATION  CLINIC. 

Total  Number  Attending  .  300 

Number  of  children  completing  course  216 

Number  of  children  failing  to 

complete  course  .  84 

Number  still  attending  ...  .  18 

Number  Schicked  .  214 

Number  of  pre-school  children  who 

attended  .  73 

Number  of  school  children  who 

attended  .  213 

Number  over  school  age  who  attended  14 


Materials  used  were  T.A.F.  for  older  children  and  adults 
and  A.P.T.  (employed  as  a  two  shot  method)  for  younger  children. 


PASSIVE  IMMUNISATION. 

Supplies  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  are  available  at  the  Public 
Health  Office  or  Police  Station. 


SWABS. 

These  are  also  available  as  above. 

The  privilege  exercised  by  the  community  of  refusing  to 
take  advantage  of  protective  measures  against  Diphtheria  may 
safely  be  termed  a  dear  one. 

The  toll  exacted  by  this  disease  is  heavy,  both  from  a 
personal  and  a  national  viewpoint.  Many  die,  many  more  are 
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crippled  for  life,  while  even  in  the  case  of  the  fortunate  ones 
who  return  completely  to  their  former  health,  the  price  paid  is 
not  small  considered  in  terms  of  work  lost,  education  missed 
and  hospital  maintenance  charges. 

So  many  conditions  still  exist  over  which  modern  medicine 
exercises  no  great  control  that  it  seems  a  thousand  pities  for 
any  proven  method  of  combatting  disease  to  be  so  spurned  as 
is  the  case  with  Diphtheria  Protection.  Immunisation,  it  would 
seem,  suffers  as  a  popular  measure,  not  so  much  from  its  own 
demerits  as  from  the  alleged  disadvantages  of  older  established 
forms  of  protection  notably  vaccination. 

Advertisement  in  these  days  plays  no<  small  part  in  every¬ 
day  life  and,  although  objection  might  arise  it  would  be  at  least 
interesting  to  see  what  the  effect  would  be  of  an  intensive 
attempt  to  “  sell  ”  Diphtheria  Immunization  m  the  public  in  the 
manner  adopted  by  many  commercial  undertakings  to  boost  their 
products. 

SMALLPOX. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Case  Rate  0.51  per  1000,  Stalybridge. 

Case  Rate  0.40  per  1000,  England  and  Wales. 

12  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  as  against  16  cases 
last  year. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Case  Rate  0.00  per  1000,  Stalybridge. 

Case  Rate  0.03  per  1000,  England  and  Wales. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

Case  Rate  3.15  per  1000,  Total  Births,  Stalybridge. 

Case  Rate  14.42  per  1000,  Total  Births,  England  and  Wales. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  notified.  The  case  was 
removed  to  hospital. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

The  arrangements  for  home  nursing  remain  unaltered. 

While  in  certain  cases  the  skilled  supervision  of  treatment 
by  a  health  visitor,  acting  under  a  private  practitioner,  is 
advantageous,  I  feel  very  strongly  that  the  proper  place  for  a 
case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  is  hospital. 

The  issue  at  stake — the  child’s  vision — is  too  great  to  permit 
of  treatment  under  anything  but  the  best  conditions.  One 
can  readily  understand  that  the  full  possibilities  of  the  position 
may  not  be  appreciated  by  the  parent  and  consequently  it  may 
seem  that  an  unnecessary  fuss  is  being  made  of  the  whole  affair. 

Our  hospital  arrangements  permit  of  the  admission  of  mother 
and  child,  so  that  the  great  stumbling  block  is  that  of  making 
other  plans  for  carrying  on  the  home  while  the  mother  is  in 
hospital  (even  visiting  the  hospital  to  feed  the  child  is  no  real 
solution  as  the  mother  also  requires  rest  and  examination). 

The  domiciliary  treatment  of  these  cases  will  in  my  view 
always  leave  some  little  cause  for  uneasiness,  and  should  be 
replaced  by  the  comprehensive  examination  and  treatment  ren¬ 
dered  elsewhere. 

INFLUENZA. 

Influenza  was  mentioned  as  a  cause  of  death  in  2  cases 
during  the  year.  Last  year  this  condition  accounted  for  20 
deaths. 
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PNEUMONIA. 

22  notifications  of  pneumonia  were  received  during  the 
year.  In  9  instances  the  disease  was  stated  to>  be  of  the  acute 
influenzal  type  and  in  13  Instances  of  the  acute  primary  type 
(Lobar).  16  cases  were  males  and  6  were  females. 

All  cases  were  investigated  by  a  member  of  the  Public  Health 
Staff. 

No  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  by  the  Authority. 

The  age  and  distribution  of  the  notified  cases  was  as  follows  : 


0  to  1  year .  1 

1  to  2  years .  1 

2  to  5  years .  2 

5  to  10  years .  3 

10  to  15  years  ...  0 

15  to  20  years .  2 

20  to  35  years .  3 

35  to  45  years .  3 

45  to  65  years .  4 

65  and  over  .  3 

Total .  22 


ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS, 

No  cases  were  notified. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS 

One  case  was  notified,  a  child  of  If  years  who  died. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. 

No  cases  have  been  notified  in  the  Borough  but  a  death 
occurred  from  the  disease  in  an  institution  outside  the  Borough, 
the  normal  address  of  the  person  being  in  the  Borough. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

33  notifications  relating  to  tuberculosis  were  received  during 
ttie  year  and  in  addition  one  case  was  transferred  from  another 
district  and  one  case  was  restored  to  the  register. 

23  related  to  Pulmonary  and  10  to  Non-Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Table  XIII  will  show  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
cases. 

Notification  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  Borough  is 
good.  There  have  been  no1  proceedings  taken  on  account  of 
neglect  or  refusal  to  notify. 


TABLE  XIII. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths  * 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 . 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1—  5 . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

5—10 . 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

1 

•  •  a 

... 

a  a  a 

10—15 . 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

I 

15—20 . 

1 

2 

... 

... 

I 

1 

a  a  a 

20—25 . 

1 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

a  a  a 

25—35 . 

1 

1 

... 

2 

3 

2 

a  a  a 

35 — 45 . 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

•  a  a 

a  a  a 

45—55 . 

2 

3 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

I 

a  a  a 

55—65 . . 

•  •  . 

... 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

a  a  a 

a  •  • 

65  and  over . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

1 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  •  a 

12 

IT 

6 

4 

12 

6 

I 

a  a  • 

*  These  figures  obtained  from  Quarterly  Returns. 
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The  ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

Lancashire  Stayley  Dukinfield  Millbrook. 

6  15  9  3 

There  were  22  admittances  of  pulmonary  cases  to  Sanatoria 
during  the  year,  11  being  males  and  11  females. 

2  non-pulmonary  cases  were  admitted  to  Sanatoria,  these 
being)  1  male  and  1  female. 


Through  information  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  Dr.  Maekay, 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  give  the  number  of 
specimens  of  Sputa  received  and  examined  from  the  Borough. 


Total  Number  of 
Specimens  examined. 

Results 

72 

. 

Positive 

1  Negative 

9  1 

63 

TUBERCULOSIS  MORTALITY. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  re¬ 
corded  during  the  year  was  15,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of  0.63  per 
thousand  of  the  population. 

The  number  and  rate  for  recent  years  is  as  follows  : — 
PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Year. 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

Number  of  Deaths 

15 

11 

11 

16 

12 

15 

17 

Rate 

0.64 

0.46 

0.45 

0.66 

0.49 

0.61 

0.68 

10  deaths  occurred  of  males  whilst  5  were  of  females. 


Two  deaths  occurred  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  one 
being  a  male  and  one  a  female. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officer  will  be  glad  to  see  any  case  in 
consultation  with  the  medical  practitioner  and  advise  as  to 
whether  notification  is  called  for. 

Table  XIV.  will  show  the  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
throughout  the  year. 
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The  mortality  rate  shows  a  slight  rise.  Two  remarks  on  the 
position  in  general  might  be  made. 

The  examination  of  contacts  is  most  desirable  in  every 
case  as  a  valuable  preventive  measure.  The  question  of 
housing  is  inevitably  associated  with  that  of  Tuberculosis  and 
if  lasting  good  is  to  emerge  from  sanatorium  treatment,  the 
sufferer  in  fairness  to  himself  and  family  should  be  provided 
with  separate  sleeping  accommodation  and  should  use  it.  (These 
last  two  do  not  always  obtain  together). 

This  matter  has  not  yet  been  especially  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  appropriate  committee,  but  I  am  sure  that  pre¬ 
ferential  housing  treatment  for  these  cases  is  essential  if  an 
investment  in  ill-health  is  to'  be  avoided. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

The  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  for  the  borough  is  under¬ 
taken  at  the  District  Infirmary,  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

During  the  year  1938,  31  new  cases  from  Stalybridge  have 
received  treatment. 


RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 


The  number  of  deaths  due  to  this  group  of  diseases  which 
include  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  Pleurisy  and  other  Diseases  of 
the  Respiratory  Organs,  was  29. 


1938. 

1937 

1935 

1936 

1934 

1933 

1932 

Number  of  Deaths 

...  29 

46 

32 

52 

39 

42 

40 

Death  Rate  . 

...  1.23 

1.94 

2.18 

1.33 

1.60 

1.71 

1.61 

10  of  these  deaths  were  attributed  to'  Bronchitis,  16  to  Pneu¬ 
monia  and  3  to  other  diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER— TABLE  XIV. 
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CANCER. 

The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  Cancer  (including  Mal¬ 
ignant  Disease)  during  the  year  was  40,  giving  a  mortality  rate 
of  1.68  per  1000  of  the  population. 

The  numbers  for  previous  years  are  : — 

1938  1937  1936  1935  1934  1933  1932  1931  1930  1929 

40  49  57  39  36  43  46  44  38  38 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  40  deaths  was  as  follows  : — 


Dukin  field 

Lancashire 

Millbrook 

Stay  ley 

7 

12 

3 

18 

The  age  distribution  : — 

15-20 

20-35 

35-40  40-45 

45-50 

0 

1 

1 

4 

2 

55-60 

60-65 

65-70 

70-75  75  &  over 

5 

4 

7 

6 

5 

As  regards  sex,  17  of  the  deaths  were  of  males,  and  23  were 
of  females. 

28  of  the  deaths  occurred  at  home,  whilst  12  occurred  in 
hospital. 

Site  of  the  disease  — 

23  Digestive  Tract.  1  Other  Female  Genital  Organs. 

4  Breast.  3  Male  Genital  Urinary  Organs. 

3  Uterus.  4  Other,  or  Unspecified  Organs. 

2  Respiratory  Organs. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Cancer  is  responsible  for  approx¬ 
imately  12%  of  the  total  deaths,  and  occupies  2nd  place  on 
the  list  of  ‘  Principal  Killing  Diseases.’ 

A  relative  and  abolute  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths 
will  be  noted  as  compared  with  1937. 

The  site  distribution  remains  materially  the  same.  Early 
investigation  is  of  vital  importance  in  this  disease. 


* 


74 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 

The  help  rendered  by  neighbouring  institutions  and  officers 
of  the  County  Council  Services  must  be  acknowledged  while 
the  local  members  of  the  medical  profession — with  whom  close 
contact  is  maintained — are  always  ready  to  afford  their  co¬ 
operation. 

My  thanks  are  also  extended  to  the  Chief  Constable  and 
his  officers  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance. 


GENERAL. 
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HOUSING. 


The  year  under  review  showed  steady  progress  in  the  war 
against  Slums.  Further  details  are  available  on  page  77  res¬ 
pecting  all  phases  of  the  work  from  representation  to  re-housing. 

Although  a  vast  amount  has  been  accomplished  much  re¬ 
mains  to  be  done.  Certain  properties,  for  example,  may  in 
the  interval  since  the  formulation  of  the  programme,  have 
changed  their  character,  while  back-to-back  houses  are  in  large 
measure  outstanding  still. 

As  in  other  matters  the  difficulty  is  to  fix  a  definite  standard, 
having  regard  to  all  the  factors  of  the  case. 

The  peculiar  arrangement  of  many  houses  leaves  the  position 
a  little  more  complex  than  would  appear  at  first  sight. 

Continued  endeavour  is  therefore  essential  if  earlier  effort 
is  to  bear  lasting  fruit. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936  (Section  25). 

Confirmation  of  nineteen  Orders  was  received  during  the 
year  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

A  Ministry  of  Health  Enquiry  was  held  during  the  year, 
on  twenty  Clearance  Areas  represented  during  1937. 

The  programme  of  Slum  Clearance  has  dealt  with  506 
dwelling  houses  and  18  other  buildings,  and  it  will  involve 
the  displacement  from  their  original  houses  of  1689  persons  to 
new  houses  planned  and  built  according  to  present  day  standards. 

The  table  on  page  78  shows  the  extent  of  re- housing  carried 
out  up  to  date. 
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Arrangements  are  made  whereby  all  tenants  for  the  new 
houses  are  provided  with  facilities  for  personal  disinfection,  and 
all  furniture  and  effects  which  are  moved  from  the  clearance 
areas  to  the  new  houses  are  disinfected  by  fumigation  in  furniture 
vans,  the  method  adopted  being  Zyklon  B.  gas.  This  measure  will 
ensure  that  vermin  are  not  carried  from  the  old  to  the  new  houses. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936.  Section  9,  Repairs. 

Informal  notices  have  been  served  in  respect  of  twenty-six 
houses.  No  formal  notices  have  been  served. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936.  (Section  11). 

One  house  has  been  represented  under  this  section  and  in 
respect  of  it  a  demolition  order  has  been  made. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936.  (Section  12). 

Fifteen  buildings  were  represented  under  this  section  during 
the  year. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  are  three  houses  “  let  in  lodgings  ”  at  present  on  the 
register. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE 
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78 
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HOUSING  INSPECTION. 

/.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  148 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  167 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid¬ 
ated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  .  16 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  29 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  .  16 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  0 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  .  86 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A. — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

( a )  By  owners  .  Nil. 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners  .  Nil. 
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B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

( a )  By  owners  .  Nil. 

[b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners  .  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  Nil. 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  .  15 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  hav¬ 
ing  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a) . — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  .  129 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  139 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  945 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year .  8 

(c) . — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year .  58 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  338 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No.  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  .  8 

„  „  „  ,,  disinfested  .  8 

No.  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  .  18 

„  ,,  disinfested  .  18 


The  methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  bed 
bugs,  are  : — 

(a)  Spraying  with  Killgercide  and  fumigating  with  Furmex 

Blocks. 

(b)  Spraying  with  Killgercide. 

(c)  Fumigating  with  Furmex  Blocks. 

For  the  methods  employed  to  ensure  that  the  belongings  of 
tenants  of  clearance  areas  are  free  from  infestation  before 
removal  to  'Council  houses,  see  page  76. 

All  disinfestation,  with  the  exception  of  the  case  of  the 
belongings  of  tenants  removed  from  clearance  areas  to  Council 
houses  which  are  dealt  with  by  the  London  Fumigation  Co.,  is 
carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  direct. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector ,  Mr.  W.  J.  Bradbury ,  submits  the 
following  Report  upon  the  work  done  in  his  department . 


GENERAL  INSPECTION. 


The  general  inspection  of  the  various  premises  within  the 
Borough  for  the  discovery  of  conditions  causing  or  likely  to 
cause  nuisances  has  been  continued  throughout  the  vear. 

The  total  number  of  inspections,  interviews  and  re-visits  made 
is  4836  and  the  number  of  defects  for  which  informal  and  formal 
notices  were  served  numbered  1071. 

The  following  table  shows  a  summary  of  the  principal  nuisances 
and  defects  (excluding  defects  under  Housing  Acts)  which  have 
been  dealt  with  : — 


Defective  and  blocked  drains  . 

Defective  and  blocked  W.C’s  ...  . 
General  defects  on  property  ...  . 

Defective  Ashbins . 

Smoke  nuisances . .  . 


53 

28 


...  231 


The  total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  during  the  year 
is  148.  This  figure  includes  all  houses  scheduled  in  the  pro¬ 
gramme  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular,  1331. 

One  hundred  and  eighty  four  newly  erected  houses  have 
been  certified  fit  for  human  habitation  during  the  year. 

A  continuance  of  the  supply  of  free  slaked  lime  to  house¬ 
holders  has  resulted  in  185  buckets  being  given  out  for  purposes 
of  lime  washing  conveniences,  bedrooms  and  basements. 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  following  list  shows  the  conversions  and  additions  which 
have  been  carried  out  in  the  various  Wards  during  the  year. 

STAYLEY  WARD. 

1  W.C.  Dwellinghouse,  Woodend  Lane  .  New  house. 

2  W.C’s.  Dwellinghouses  Stacks  Lane  ...  .  New  houses. 

1  W.C.  Bank  House,  Mottram  Road  .  Additional. 

4  W.C’s  2  Dwellinghouses,  Stocks  Lane  .  New  houses. 

1  W.C.  41  Mottram  Road  .  Conversion. 

1  W.C.  40  Melbourne  Street  .  Additional. 

1  W.C.  137  Lindsay  Street  .  Conversion. 

9  W.C’s  St.  Paul’s  School  .  Conversion. 

1  W.C.  Stokes  House  .  Conversion. 

LANCASHIRE  WARD. 

4  W.C’s.  4  Dwellinghouses,  Harrison  Street  ...  New  houses. 

3  W.C’s.  3  Dwellinghouses,  Ash  Grove  .  New  houses. 

1  W.C.  11  Back  Avon  Street  .  Conversion. 

2  W.C’s.  Girls’  Central  School  .  Additional. 

DUKINFIELD  WARD. 

6  W.C’s  Aqueduct  Mill,  Tame  Street  .  Additional. 

1  W.C.  145  High  Street  .  Additional. 

1  W.C.  Longlands  Mill,  Castle  Street  .  Additional. 

1  W.C.  119  High  Street  .  Additional. 

2  W.C’s  St.  Matthew’s  School  .  Additional. 

1  W.C.  59  Melbourne  Street  .  Additional. 

6  W.C’s.  Christ  Church  School  .  Conversion. 

MILLBROOK  WARD. 

4  W.C’s.  4  Dwellinghouses,  Huddersfield  Road  New  houses. 

4  W.C’s.  4  Dwellinghouses,  „  Hew  houses. 

1  WT.C.  Hare  and  Hounds,  „  Additional. 

1  W.C.  Royal  Oak,  „  Additional. 

164  W.C’s  Brushes  Road,  Poplars  Road  and 

Elms  Road  .  New  houses. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  conveniences  in 
use  in  each  Ward  : — 


Houses  &  Shops. 

T.W.Cs. 

W.W.Cs. 

Privies. 

Pails. 

Lancashire  Ward  .... 

1868 

1267 

514 

1 

12 

Stay  ley  Ward  . 

3116 

1930 

783 

— 

32 

Dukinfield  Ward  .... 

1694 

1057 

210 

1 

4 

Millbrook  Ward  .... 

968 

694 

159 

1 

49 

7646 

4948 

1666 

3 

97 

Also  the  following  table  shows  the  sanitary  accommodation  at 
the  Factories,  Schools  and  Churches  (inclusive). 

T.W.Cs.  W.W.Cs.  Pails. 

1048  9  6 

The  scheme  for  displacing  dry  ashpits  by  the  Department 
supplying  ashbins  free  in  the  first  instance  has  been  continued. 

During  the  year  a  further  four  ashpits  have  been  replaced 
by  ashbins.  47  ashpits  now  remain  in  the  town. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  number  of  slaughter-houses  in  use  throughout  the  year 
was  seven.  Each  is  licensed  annually.  They  are  kept  in  good 
condition  and  are  cleansed  and  limewashed  at  frequent  intervals. 

681  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  during  the  year  for  the 
purpose  of  inspection  of  carcases. 

Slaughterman’s  Licences  are  issued  for  a  period  of  one  year. 
32  such  licences  were  renewed  during  the  year. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
and  condemned. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

- - — - 

I  Number  Killed  (approx.)  . 

738 

— 

10 

2787 

195 

I  Number  Inspected . 

671 

• — 

10 

2,424 

181 

i  ALL  DISEASES 

EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS 

1  Whole  Carcases  Condemned . 

1 

— 

. - 

1 

_ 

I 

)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

6 

— 

— ■ 

2 

— 

1  Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis . 

1.043 

, 

, 

0.124 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 

1  Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

4 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

i  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

18 

— 

■ — 

• — 

— 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis . 

3.278 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  inspected  at  the  premises 
of  wholesale  grocers,  etc.,  and  were  removed  for  destruction. 


92  tins  of  salmon,  lobster  and  fruit,  etc. 

9  tins  of  boiled  meat,  etc. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations.,  1924  are  complied 
with  by  the  butchers  ;  also  wholesale  grocers  and  others  are 
satisfactorily  dealing  with  the  storage  of  hams  and  bacon. 

All  the  butchers  shops  and  premises  where  food  is  stored 
or  prepared  are  regularly  inspected,  the  number  of  visits  for  the 
year  bemg  1512  There  are  four  premises  where  ice  cream  is 
prepared  during  the  season  and  they  are  visited  from  time  to  time. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  important  improvements  of  main  drainage  and  sewerage 
of  the  Borough  were  carried  out  during  1938,  but  two  extensions 
were  made. 

1.  From  Hartley  Street,  Millbrook,  to  the  new  housing 
scheme  at  the  Brushes  to  serve  the  drainage  of  164 
houses  built  for  rehousing  purposes. 

2.  From  Darnton  Road  at  Ridgehill  Lane  Junction,  to  the 
new  housing  scheme  at  Springs  Lane  to  serve  the  drain¬ 
age  of  50  bungalows. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Four  premises  are  used  for  the  trade  of  tripe  boiling,  three 
premises  for  rag  and  bone  dealing,  and  one  factory  in  which  fat 
extraction  is  carried  out  from  hotel,  restaurant  and  other  wastes, 
the  residue  being  manfactured  into  fertilisers  and  poultry  loods. 

These  premises  are  periodically  visited  and  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 


SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

32  smoke  observations  were  taken  during  the  year.  The 
time  limit  for  dense  smoke  was  exceeded  on  four  occasions  as 
follows  : — 

(1)  11  minutes  excess. 

(2)  1  „ 

(3)  4  „ 

(4)  4  „ 

In  each  case  warning  notices  were  sent  but  no  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  taken.  The  time  limit  is  10  minutes  in  the  hour. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 


In  the  Borough  there  are  : — 

Factories  (with  mechanical  power)  ...  64 

Factories  (without  mechanical  power)  ...  32 

Bakehouses  .  47 

These  premises  are  inspected  at  intervals  as  shown  by  the 
table  below. 

There  is  a  general  tendency  to  instal  electrically  driven  mach¬ 
inery  in  the  larger  bakehouses  and  some  of  the  small  factories 
have  similarly  gone  on  to  power. 

There  are  no  “  outworkers  ”  in  the  Borough. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  factories  has  been  well  maintained, 
and  no  complaints  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  pf 
Factories  during  the  year. 

The  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
and  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  (which  superseded  the  Act  of  1901 
on  1st  July,  1938),  is  shown  below. 


INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 
1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical 

power  . 

95 

7 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power  . 

50 

7 

— 

Other  premises  under  the  Act, 
(including  works  of 

building  and  engineering 
construction  but  not  in¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  pre¬ 
mises) . . . 

145 

14 

— 
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2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1)  .. 

Overcrowding  (S.  2)  . 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.  3)  . 

Inadequate  Ventilating  (S.  4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.  6)  . . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

Insufficient . 

Unsuitable  or  defective  .. 
Not  separate  for  sexes  .. 

Other  offences  . 

(Not  including  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  homework  or 
offences  under  the  sections 
mentioned  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factory  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers)  order,  1921  and 
re-enacted  in  the  third 
schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1939)  . 


Number  of  Defects 


Found 


1 

3 

10 


14 


Remedied 


1 

2 

10 


13 


j  .Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 

Referred  which 
to  H.M.  prosecutn’s 

Inspector  ins^d. 
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SHOPS  ACTS. 

During  the  year,  after  a  census  had  been  taken  and  a  two 
thirds  majority  resulted,  an  order  was  made  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restrictions)  Act,  1936,  permitting 
the  sale  of  groceries  and  provisions  on  Sundays  until  10  a.m. 

As  regards  non-observance  of  the  Provisions  Shops  Acts,  cer¬ 
tain  shopkeepers,  principally  in  smaller  concerns,  were  found  to  be 
trading  after  the  stipulated  closing  time  and  after  repeated 
warnings  had  been  issued,  it  was  decided  to  take  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  against  the  offenders  to  enforce  compliance  with  the 
Acts. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

117  licences  were  issued  under  the  Importation  of  Animals 
Order,  and  nine  licences  under  the  Swine  Fever  (Regulation  pf 
Movement)  Order. 

There  is  one  authorised  lair  for  use  and  accommodation  of 
imported  Irisn  cattle  in  the  Borough. 

No  animals  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order, 
1925,  during  the  year. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

House  and  trade  refuse  removal  has  been  regularly  carried 
out  and  for  almost  the  whole  of  the  Borough  a  weekly  service 
is  now  maintained. 

There  were  3875  loads  of  house  refuse  collected  during  the 

year. 

For  one  week  in  each  month  the  loads  of  refuse  collected 
are  weighed,  and  from  the  weights  an  average  load  was  approxi¬ 
mated  to'  be  1  ton,  9  cwts.,  1  qr. 
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Collection  is  carried  out  by  three  refuse  wagons,  comprising 
two  S.  D.  Freighters  and  one  Karrier  Bantam.  The  Dep¬ 
artment  is  now  wholly  mechanical,  It  has,  however,  been 
necessary  to  periodically  hire  a  horse  for  the  purpose  of  empty¬ 
ing  ashpits  which  are  inaccessible  to  the  motor  wagons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cost  in  detail  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1939. 

CLEANSING  SERVICE. 

HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE. 


Table  showing  costs  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1939. 


Particulars. 

Collection. 

Disposal 

Total. 

Including 
Depreciation 
or  Loan 
Charges. 

Including 
Depreciation 
or  Loan 
Charges. 

Including 
Depreciation 
or  Loan 
Charges. 

Revenue  Account. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Gross  Expenditure . 

3450 

717 

4167 

Gross  Income . 

229* 

— • 

229 

Net  Cost  . 

3221 

717 

3938 

Unit  Costs. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Gross  Expenditure  per  ton 

12  2.1 

2  6.3 

14  8.4 

Gross  Inoome  per  ton  . 

9.7 

— 

9.7 

Net  cost  per  ton  . 

11  4.4 

2  6.3 

13  10.7 

Net  cost  per  1,000 

£  s.  s. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

population  . 

137  14  2 

30  5  3 

167  19  5 

Net  cost  per  1,000  houses 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  'd. 

£  s.  d. 

or  premises  from  which 

refuse  is  collected  . 

421  5  3 

93  15  5 

515  0  8 

*Exclusive  of  sale  of  ashbins. 
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Total  refuse  collected  in  tons  .  5667  tons. 

Population,  Mid- Summer,  1938  23,390 

Weight  (in  cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day 

(365  days  to*  year))  .  13.27 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  .  7646 

Rateable  value  .  £115,721 

Product  of  penny  rate  .  £480 

Total  Rates  in  £  .  14s.  lOd. 


METHOD  OF  COLLECTION 

Number  of 
Vehicles 

Horse  Vehicles  1 

Mechanical  Vehicles  3 

METHOD  OF  DISPOSAL. 

Controlled  tipping  (i.e. — on  lines  of  Ministry’s 

precautions  for  tipping)  .  100% 

Average  length  of  haul  to  point  of  disposal  . If  miles. 

Tipped  loads  : — 

Number  of  loads  .  3875 

Weight  (estimated) .  5667  Tons,  3  Cwts.,  3  Qrs. 

The  following  table  shows  the  return  of  the  number  of  ashbins, 
privy  middens,  and  dry  pits  which  have  received  attention  during 
the  year  : — 

Ashbins.  Middens.  Dry  pits.  Loads. 

305822  ..  4  312  ..  3875 

The  number  of  privy  middens,  dry  ashpits  and  ashbins  is 
shown  below  in  each  Ward,  the  refuse  from  which  is  removed  by 
this  Department. 


Lancashire  Ward .... 

Privy 

Middens 

1 

Dry 

Ashpits. 

1 

Ashbins. 

1628 

Stay  ley  Ward  . 

— 

25 

2423 

Dukinfield  Ward  .... 

1 

18 

1164 

Millbrook  Ward  .... 

1 

3 

783 

3 

47 

5998 

Percentage  of 
refuse  collected 

.5% 

99.50/0 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  is  dealt  with  by  “  controlled  ” 
tipping. 

During  the  year  tipping  has  been  carried  on  mainly  at 
ground  adjacent  to  Old  St.  George’s  Sports  Ground  and  ground 
off  Brushes  Road. 

As  several  of  the  tips  were  rapidly  nearing  completion, 
it  was  reported  to  the  Committee  that  new  tipping  sites  were 
required.  The  appropriate  Sub-Committee  visited  certain  sites 
and  recommended  their  consideration.  It  was  eventually  decided 
to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of  the  Glent  Quarry  situate  at 
Cocker  Hill. 

The  cost  of  disposal  is  2s.  :  6.3d.  per  ton. 

The  loads  were  disposed  of  as  follows  : — 


TIPS. 

No.  1  Tip .  77 

No.  12  Tip  .  2025 

No.  14  Tip  .  1814 

No.  15  Tip  .  13 


780  loads  of  soil  and  ashes  were  collected  by  our  vehicles 
for  covering  up  purposes. 

307  loads  of  builders’  refuse,  etc.,  were  received  at  the  tips 
from  contractors  and  firms,  and  79  loads  of  paper  were  baled 

and  sold. 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  INSPECTIONS 


For  the  Year  ended  Dec.  31st,  1938.  Compiled  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Acts  : — 
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Diphtheria 
Ice  Cream 
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Bakehouses 
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In  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Numbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 
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Fat  Extractors...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Food  and  Drugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 
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Infant  Life  Protection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 
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Infantile  Mortality  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 7 
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Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Chicken-Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

General  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 
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